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Risk Matrix

Likelihood (L) x
Severity (S) =

Risk rating
Risk Rating (RR).

quidance Likelihood (L)

Severity (S)

Medium-risks are an acceptable level based on the reduced likelihood after sufficient control
measures are implemented.

Acceptability of

) : Medium-risk: 8 — 12
risk guidance

Identify the persons at risk and the significant hazards.

Calculate an initial RR for the activity.

Identify risk control measures that reduce the risks to an acceptable level.

Calculate a revised RR - you should consider how much safer the task will be if the control measures are followed. Here,
you should consider changing both the likelihood (L) and the severity (S) ratings.

Guidance. When
completing a risk
assessment, you
should:

il

Note. Ideally, you should look to reduce the risks so that the task can be classified as “low-risk.

Likelihood  [Definition Points
rating
If the work continues as it is, there is almost 100% certainty that an accident will happen, for
Inevitable examples: A broken stair or broken rung on a ladder, Bare, exposed electrical conductors, 5
Unstable stacks of heavy boxes
Highlv likel Will happen more often than not. Additional factors could precipitate an incident but it is still 4
ghly y likely to happen without this additional factor.

. The accident may occur if additional factors precipitate it, but it is unlikely to happen without
Possible them 3
Unlikely This incident or illness might occur but the probability is low and the risk minimal. 2

There is really no risk present. Only under freak conditions could there be any possibility of an
Remote : . . i
e accident or iliness. All reasonable precautions have been taken - This should be the normal 1
possibility
state of the workplace.
Severity Definition Paints
rating
Very high Causing multiple deaths and widespread destruction e.g. fire, course/building collapse. |5
High Causing death, serious injury or permanent disability to an individual. 4
Temporary disability causing injury (to member of the public, contractor or employees)
Moderate or disease capable of keeping an employee off work for seven days or more and 3
reportable under RIDDOR (Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous
Occurrences Regulations 1995).
Minor injury (to member of the public, contractor or employee), which would allow the
Sliaht individual to continue work after first aid treatment on site or at a local surgery. The 5
9 duration of the stoppage or treatment is such that the normal flow of work is not
seriously interrupted.
Nil Very minor injury, bruise, graze, no risk of disease. 1

The Review Process. This risk assessment will be reviewed when it is suspected that the assessment is no longer valid or there has been a significant change.

In addition, it will be reviewed annually.
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SER | HAZARD RR | WHO MIGHT BE CONTROL MEASURES FURTHER CONTROL RR
HARMED MEASURES:
001 | Struck by flying 10 | Participants Instructors / Barrier around range to prevent members of e Participants will be 4
axe Employees public walking into range — to be risk assessed limited to those over

Members of public

locally

Barrier of suitable height and distance from
target and throwing area as to contain all axes;
bounce off and miss throws.

All participants must be physically able to throw
an axe at the target safely, those under the age
of 16 must be accompanied by an adult over
the age of 18.

All participants and guardians must not be
under the influence of Alcohol or drugs.
Participants not following the instructions or
misbehaving will be asked to sit out.
Participants will be invited into the range by the
instructor.

Maximum of two throwers simultaneously
throwing in any one lane.

Standard operation one axe thrown at a time
with the exception of instructor controlled
double throw.

Only participants throwing and instructors to be
within the range during throwing.

Safety line marked on the ground no
participants to cross during throwing, red
painted wooden board 3.6m from target.
Throwing area marked on ground controlling
distance from where an axe is thrown.
Participants trained to aim at target and only
throw straight down the range

Range supervised by trained instructor

Safety line a suitable distance (3.6m NATF)
from targets to reduce likelihood of being struck
by rebounding axe

the age of 16.

The Review Process. This risk assessment will be reviewed when it is suspected that the assessment is no longer valid or there has been a significant change.
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In addition, it will be reviewed annually.
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¢ No go zone behind throwing area to prevent
spectators being stuck by axe that is let go
during backswing

e Axes only to be retrieved when all axes have
been thrown — any spare, axes to be secured
as required when axes are being collected

e No open toed footwear

e All participants will undergo a Safety Briefing
before starting their session.

e The instructor will control safety of the session
throughout.

e Al Axes will conform to the NATF standard.

e |Instructors to stand behind throwers between
lanes always watching down the lane when
participants are throwing.

002 | Axewoundfrom |2 |2 |4

handling axes e Axes checked for burs and damage

e Participants trained to only hold the axe by its
handle and how to pass an Axe.

e Use of axe supervised by trained instructor

¢ Participants shown how to retrieve an Axe from
the target.

003 | Bumps,scrapes |2 |1 |1 )
e Targets weighted and secured to prevent

toppling over onto person retrieving
e Targets checked for sharp edges

004 | Slips, trips and 2 |1 |1 e All participants must wear appropriate footwear,

falls. closed toes.

e Area flooded with woodchip, maintained each
day to ensure a level surface.

e Safety line and throw line boards partially
submerged in chip to remove trip hazard.

The Review Process. This risk assessment will be reviewed when it is suspected that the assessment is no longer valid or there has been a significant change.
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Refs Go Ape TTA Generic Risk Assessment

NATF — National Axe Throwing Federation - http://www.nationalaxe.com, WATL - World Axe Throwing League - https://worldaxethrowingleague.com/, KATTA — UK Knife, Axe and Tomahawk Throwing Association
https://www.knifethrowing.co.uk/, https://www.facebook.com/groups/353757507970202/, UK Scout Association, https://members.scouts.org.uk/fs120011

The Review Process. This risk assessment will be reviewed when it is suspected that the assessment is no longer valid or there has been a significant change.
In addition, it will be reviewed annually. RISK ASSESSMENT REF: AT 02/2020-Page 4
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